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Racism and racial discrimination are hateful, 
destructive and senseless. They do not help us 
understand one another or learn from one another. 
They do not add to the quality of our life, spiritually 
or materially. They contribute absolutely nothing to 
us as human beings. 

All racism can do is divide and set us apart 
from one another. It reinforces ignorance and 
mistrust. It robs us of the talents and abilities of 
those who can help enrich our lives. But perhaps 
worst of all, racism and racial discrimination shrivel 
our imagination to be all we can and should be, both 
as Canadians and as members of the global family. 

Racism makes no sense. And it is up to all of 
us to stop it. 

What can we do? This March 21 booklet 
suggests some of the ways Canadians are already 
making a difference. | urge you to read on and 
participate. 

For if we don’t stop racism, who will? 


Gerry Weiner 
Minister of State for 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
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In Our Communities: 


Hundreds of community organizations have 
distributed information, participated in radio 
phone-in shows and television programs, developed 

| Al iblic service announcements, written articles for 
newspapers, and made presentations to students 
and service clubs. 


® The Citizenship Council of Manitoba developed 
and distributed a ‘No to Racism” sticker. 


® In Toronto, the Urban Alliance on Race Relations 
sponsored a police-minority evening, featuring 
both a Caribbean steel band and a police band. 


® The P Legal Education Society of Nova Scotia 
aes. a community forum on racism and its 
impact on peopie's everyday lives. 


® In Vancouver, the Kiwanis Club distributed on 
mation on eliminating racial discrimination to it 
members at a weekly meeting. 


® Montréal’s Portuguese Reference Centre put 
together a round-table discussion on the impact 
of racism which was broadcast on community 
cable television. 

® The Newfoundland-Labrador Human Rights 
Association organized a conference entitled 
Cross-Cultural Understanding: A Time for Reflection. 


At School: 


Across Canada, literally hundreds of schools 


involved their students in various activities, including 
essay and poster contests, cross-cultural under- 
standing workshops, displays and debates. 


e For the past two years, Canadore College in 


North Bay, Ontario has organized several thousand 
students and the public in a day-long commemo- 
ration of March 21, including debates, drama, 
artwork and public speaking. 


In Moncton, New Brunswick, a group of high 
school students rallied outside City Hall at noon 
to lend their voices to the fight against racial 
discrimination. 


The Edmonton School Boards organized activities 
at five schools, including students’ debates, essay 
writing contests and the dedication of a multi- 
cultural mural. 


In North Battleford, Saskatchewan, the local 
multicultural council worked with the RCMP, 
teachers and social workers to organize race 
relations workshops for students aged 13 to 15. 


The Keewatin Community College in The Pas, 
Manitoba, established a race relations committee, 
screened a film on racism, prepared articles for its 
newspaper, and staged artistic and cultural events. 


In Chicoutimi, Québec, the University of Québec 
hosted a symposium on the state of race relations 
in the Saguenay - Lac St-Jean region. 


{in the Workplace: 


Labour unions, health and social services 
agencies, police services and private businesses are 
raising awareness about racism and racial discrimi- 
nation among their employees, providing cross- 
cultural training, and reaching out to the 
community-at-large. 


® The Manitoba Federation of Labour launched a 
video about racism in the workplace. 


@ B.C.s Burnaby General Hospital devoted the week 
following March 21 to raising awareness about 
the mi ulticw ‘tural nature of the hospital and the 
area it serves. 


® The Montréal Children’s Hospital placed informa- 
tion on March 21 in the pay cheque envelope of 
each employee. 


@ The Ottawa Police established a scholarship fund 
for minority youth interested in pursuing a career 
in policing, and hosted a police/community 
reception at City Hall. 


e The Confédération des syndicats nationaux 
organized a ‘journée d’étude’ in Mont teal, 
Québec on the role of unions in combattin 
racism and the importance of reaching c ut 0 all 
members of our culturally diverse worktorce. 


@ The President of the Canadian Association of 
Chiefs of Police encouraged Police Chiefs across 
the country to promote the day. 


® In Guelph, Ontario, the Co-Operators Insurance 
Company distributed March 21 Information Kits 


to its employees. 


In Our Cities and Towns: 


Last year, over a hundred municipal govern- 
ments from coast-to-coast undertook activities to 
raise public awareness of race relations issues 
on March 21. 


e The President of the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities encouraged local governments to 
promote the day. 


e The City of Montréal, Québec, announced the 
establishment of a ‘‘comité consultatif sur les 
relations interculturelles.’’ 


e The Regional Municipality of Sudbury, Ontario, 
declared March 21-28 Racial and Cultural 
Harmony Week. 


e Yellowknife, Northwest Territories issued a Mayor’s 
Proclamation and hosted an information session. 


® Prince Albert, Saskatchewan announced the 
formation of an intercultural committee. 


and Territories: 


Provinces and territories have commemorated 
the International Day through events such as flag- 
raising ceremonies, proclamations, and the distribu- 
tion of race relations materials to schools. 


e The Government of Québec announced its new 
employment equity policy on March 21. 


® The Lieutenant Governor of British Columbia 
issued a proclamation noting the significance of 
March 21. 


* The Government of Prince Edward Island 
prociaimed March 21 as a provincial 
conimemorative day. 


® The Government of Manitoba distributed a publi- 
cation entitled Inventory of Human Rights 


Kesources to the province's teachers. 


© The Nova Scotia Human Rights Commission 
organized a public reception and presented 
citizenship citations. 
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In the Media: 


Parough editorials, interviews, and educational 
programs i noth electronic and print media reported 


widely on Ma ae helping Canadians to better 
understand and appreciate our cultural diversity. 


@ The Canadiar : Association of Broadcasters dis- 
tributed @ bulletin about March 21 to its members, 
urging thern to support the day. 


® 4 television message on eliminating racial dis- 
crimination, ceveloped by Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada, was aired by TV stations 
across Canada. 


® ‘fhe Financial Post published an informative article 


headlined ‘Racism in any Sphere Will Hurt Us. 


» La Yoix Acadienne carried an article under the 
heading, “Ensemble on ira loin!” (Together 
We're Better!). 


® TVOntario and La chaine francaise produced a 
special two-hour program broadcast simultane- 
ously on the programs Speaking Out and 
Le lys et le trillium, about racism in 
Canadian society. 


Public Service: 


Federal public servants and their institutions 
promoted the significance of March 21 through 
information displays, film screenings, newsletters 
and workshops on race relations issues. 


© Offices of the National Film Board across the 
country organized film festivals and staged panel 
discussions on various racism issues. 


® The Department of the Solicitor General invited 
employees to a lunch-hour information session 
on the subject of cultural awareness and 
implications for policing. 


¢ The National Arts Centre presented the film 
Canadian Portraits, which profiles the diversity 
of Canadians through six vignettes. 


® The National Parole Board distributed a booklet 
to its employees entitled Human Rights in Canada 
—A Focus on Racism. 


Racism can be beaten... 
if we work together. 


What can you do? 


Le You can doa lot. ‘Eliminating racism mand 
( cial discrimination. starts with vou, 

Get involved - prepare a class project; 
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| want to stop racism! 
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The International Day 
for the Elimination 
of Racial Discrimination. 
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“31 nous ne mettons pas un terme 
au racisme, qui le fera’» 


Direction générale des communications 
Multiculturalisme et Citoyenneté Canada 
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